
The Franklin Band



The Franklin Band Overview
Let’s be clear on this:  

CONCERT BAND IS THE MOST IMPORTANT THING WE DO.

We are a concert band program that does marching band, not the other way 
around.

Marching Band may be the most visible part of the program, but it’s not the 
most important.  

Yes, we have a good marching band, percussion ensemble, winterguard, and 
chamber winds, but it’s what happens during the band class in the school day 
that counts the most.  

If you think of it like a meal, concert band is the main course.  Everything else 
is either an appetizer, salad, or dessert.  (marching band is dessert)

We want to get kids signed up for band class, then everything else falls into 
place.  



A research team reports that early music training dramatically enhancing children's abstract 
reasoning skills. These findings indicate that music uniquely enhances higher brain functions 
required for mathematics, chess, science and engineering.

 From Neurological Research, Feb 28, 1997; Frances Rauscher, Ph.D., Gordon Shaw, Ph.D, University of California, Irvine

Harris Interactive released the results of a poll analyzing the effects of music education on top 
Fortune 1000 company executives, and it was discovered that overall, just under three-quarters of 
executives (73%) were involved in some type of music program while in school.  And, the longer 
that executives participated in classroom music programs, the more successful they became in life.

Arts involvement teaches children many skills necessary to succeed in life, including problem 
solving and decision making, building self-confidence and self-discipline, the ability to imagine 
what might be and to accept responsibility for it, teamwork, the development of informed 
perception, and articulating a vision. 

Compiled from various research documents and reports

The College Entrance Examination Board found that students involved in public school music 
programs scored 107 points higher on the SAT's than students with no participation.

Profiles of SAT and Achievement Test Takers, The College Board, compiled by the Music Educators National Conference (2002)

Last year, the band's average ACT score was 27.2, well above school, district, and state 
averages.  If our band were a state, we'd have the highest state average!

Band is good for Academics



Our band is nationally recognized
1996 Tournament of Roses Parade

1989 and 1998 Macy*s Thanksgiving Day Parade

2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015 Bands of America Regional Champions and/or Class 
Champions 

2013 Music for All National Concert Festival

2013 and 2017 Music for All National Percussion Festival

2014 Sudler Shield, presented by the John Philip Sousa Foundation

2015 and 2017 Music for All National Chamber Music Festival

2012, 2013, 2015 Bands of America Class AAA National Runner Up 

And our color guard is the 2015 Southeastern Color Guard Circuit Champs!

http://www.sousafoundation.net/Default.aspx?id=20


Our students succeed as individuals
This year we had nearly 20 
students in All Mid-State Band, 3 
in All-State, and 3 in the Music 
for All National Honor Band.

We always have several band kids 
in the top 20 of each class and we 
have students in the IB program. 

Almost every year, we have band 
students in Girl’s State, Boy’s 
State, and one of the Governor’s 
Schools.

We have National Merit Scholars 
in band at Franklin. 



We are a community within FHS
Being a part of the Franklin band gives 9th graders a connection to 
older students, aiding the transition to high school. Our upper 
classmen can help younger students get acclimated to the school by 
mentoring and tutoring. If you’re concerned about your child’s social 
network, our band is comprised of some of the best kids at Franklin!



Our band kids go to great universities
In the last few years we’ve 
had students get accepted 
to Tennessee, Wake Forest, 
Auburn, Alabama, Rose-
Hulhman, Rhodes, Georgia 
Tech, Michigan, Indiana, 
Illinois, Baylor, Vanderbilt, 
Penn, Purdue, UCLA just 
to name a few.....

Last year’s seniors were 
offered nearly  
$5,000,000 in music, 
leadership, and academic 
scholarships.



Band kids are well rounded
They participate in a number of activities here at Franklin, including several honor 
societies.  

Band kids are also athletes in football, wrestling, basketball, lacrosse, volleyball, 
rugby, cross country, softball, swim, tennis and others.  

We have quite a few JROTC students too.  



We have great kids in band
We have numerous Boy Scouts with their Eagle Scout and Girl Scouts with 
Gold and Silver Awards.  Lots of students go on summer mission trips and 
volunteer in the community.

Band students are leaders in Franklin High's many clubs and organizations.  



We have a purpose, a set of 10 
core values, a BHAG, and a 
vivid description that we use to 
guide us.   We added a 
Hedgehog Concept this spring. 
Visit the quick facts section of 
our website for more info.  

We've been working this plan 
since 2011 and it's yielded some 
incredible results.

The plan is based on a book by 
Jim Collins called Built to Last.

We have a plan.



Now about marching band…



We make great memories!
Band kids spend a lot of time together and build healthy relationships 
that help them through high school.  They make lots of great memories!



Parent relationships are important!
Our parents build relationships with other band 
parents, and with their children.  



Franklin High supports us

We get standing ovations at home football games and 
the school administration supports the band.

Assistant 
Principals!



We perform in spectacular venues...

...like Lucas Oil Stadium, site of Super Bowl XLVI!



There's a financial commitment.  Our total fee and 
fundraising expectation will be in the $900 range, per 
student.  That covers transportation to games and contests, 7 
overnight stays, several meals, 5 days of band camp, the cost 
of show design and production, and many other little things.    

Being in marching band takes commitment.

There's a significant time 
and effort commitment.  
We have rehearsals and 
classes beginning in 
April, during the 
summer, and the fall.  

Visit 
www.thefranklinband.org 
for our full schedule and 
calendar. 

http://www.thefranklinband.org


Calendar…What happens now?
FHS Counselors begin scheduling students on March 2. 

Spring and Summer Marching Band

Movement classes, guard & percussion auditions in April and May

Mini Camp last week of May. <<<<<Very important!

Percussion and Color Guard camps in June and July

Summer rehearsals in July for brass/woodwinds

Band Camp 3rd week of July

Concert band begins when school starts in August 

Fall Schedule

Marching Band rehearses after school on M, T, Th, F; Saturdays are pretty busy too with 
camp days or contests.

Sept 16:  WilCo Exhibition, Sept 23:  Hickman County High School Band Contest

Oct 7:  FHS Contest, Oct 21:  BOA Indianapolis Regional Oct 28: MTSU Contest of 
Champions, November 9-11:  BOA Grand Nationals at Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis



One more thing…
We are trying to build up our 
numbers in color guard.  So…

Consider guard as a option 
for marching band.

Recruit friends who aren’t 
currently in band for color 
guard!

Dance experience helps

We’d like to have 40 
members in our award 
winning color guard!



Reasons to be in band at Franklin

Success in high school is very much related to spending 
time around great kids, and we have great kids.

Music study is a life-long gift, and music study helps in 
other academic areas.

When students begin building their resume for college 
and scholarships, students can list the band’s many 
accomplishments.  

Parents spending time with their children in a school 
related activity can strengthen family bonds.



Find us online at www.thefranklinband.org.   
There you can link to Charms, our tool for all things band, and our 
Twitter feed.   


